
 

 
WABC COVID-19 RESPONSE/PLAN  

(March 19th, 2020) 
 

Gathering Changes: 
It is hard to believe all that is going on in our world concerning the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 
pandemic. This is an incredibly fluid situation that is full of many uncertainties. The information 
and restrictions that we are receiving are changing every day, if not hour by hour. However, rest 
assured that we are constantly updating ourselves on the situation and consistently trying to 
communicate with our church family to the best of our ability. We ask that you please be diligent 
in lifting up our pastors and leadership personnel in prayer as we seek to follow the Lord's 
guidance during this tough time. 
With all of that being said, unfortunately we are going to have to be even more cautious with our 
gatherings than we thought. Per the request from our President, our Governor, and even our city 
officials, we need to limit our gatherings to 10 people or less. Obviously this means that we will 
not be able to meet together as a whole for awhile. 
Regardless of our individual opinions on this situation, we are commanded by scripture to “Be 
subject to our governing authority” (Romans 13:1) and this would certainly apply to this 
situation. The Church must work hard to help be a part of the solution rather than prolong the 
problem. Remember, WE ARE THE CHURCH. We cannot be shut down, closed, or 
immobilized. In the Great commission Jesus says: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20). Even when we are limited to gathering sizes of less than ten, we 
are still the Church and we are still charged with advancing the gospel together. 
 

Gathering Changes: (At least through April 5th) 
 

● We will be doing only livestream services on Sunday mornings. 
○ We will stream live on our facebook page at 9:30 am. 
○ We will livestream the worship, sermon and announcements just like we would if 

we were gathered in person. 
○ Please comment within the facebook live post so that we can know who’s 

watching and try to engage with one another as best we can. 



 

● Our senior adult Sunday school classes have agreed to postpone all meetings at this time. 
● We are encouraging all of our MIDWEEK SmallGroups to meet like normal, as they see 

fit. 
○ We will leave this up to each group to decide what is best for their group. You 

will be hearing from your group leaders soon if you haven't already. 
○ College, youth, and kids will not meet together in person at this time. However, 

we are seeking ways to interact through live-stream and/or video chat. We will 
have more information coming on our social media pages soon. 

● We are encouraging all of our HomeGroups to meet like normal, as they see fit. 
○ We will leave this up to each group to decide what is best for their group. You 

will be hearing from your group leaders soon if you haven't already. 
● We wish to echo The Centers for Disease Control and encourage everyone over the age 

of 65 (especially those who have immune system deficiencies) to limit contact with 
others. Those who are over the age of 80 should consider staying home all together. If 
you fall in one of these categories use your best judgment as to whether or not you should 
join our church gatherings. 

● We wish to encourage everyone to avoid shaking hands and/or hugging for a few weeks. 
This will be difficult because we love one another..but we can do it.  

 
A word from our Finance Team: 
“The finance team met this week and we want to take a minute to simply encourage members to 
remain faithful in your giving during this time. Although we are not meeting in person, ministry 
continues. It may seem simpler to hold on to your tithe/offering until we resume our normal 
schedule, however, please remember that weekly/monthly cash flow is critical. 
Our church staff has been working tirelessly to move to the revised format. In addition, Pastor 
Blake has been able to assist the BGCO and our own Pott-Lincoln Baptist Association churches 
in their transition to live-streaming their own services. We also anticipate needs arising in our 
community and we want to continue to meet those needs as well as our staff salary and 
operational costs. 
It is very simple and secure to give online at  https://wallaceave.churchcenter.com/giving. You 
can also mail a check or drop one off at the church office Monday - Thursday from 9 am -12 
pm.” 

-Finance Team (Jonna Raney, Shawn Crawley, Todd Chester, Michelle Holmquest, 
Blake Martin) 

 
A Short Pastoral Word: 
This situation has been so difficult and all of our lives have been affected by this pandemic in 
many ways. I want to remind you that it is not “unspiritual” or sinful for us to feel saddened, 

https://wallaceave.churchcenter.com/giving


 

hurt, and/or upset. God’s word tells us to “Cast our anxieties on the Father because he cares for 
us.” (1 Peter 5:7). The majority of David’s Psalms are laments. God is good at listening to these 
prayers and he is faithful to hear you wherever you are. Don’t forget, God has ALWAYS been in 
the business of seeing the affliction of His people, hearing their cry, knowing their sufferings, 
delivering them, and supplying their needs. (See Exodus 3:7-8.). 
With that being said, take heart children of God, knowing that the God of all wisdom, grace and 
comfort sees you, hears you and will answer when you cry out to him! 
 
If you have ANY questions or you need ANYTHING at all. Please email 
(Blake@wallaceave.com), text, or call me! 
 
In faith, 
-Pastor Blake Martin 
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